
Dr Samantha Dennis 
 
Samantha moved to Shetland in 2008 after spending 
three years as the National Trust for Scotland 
archaeologist on St Kilda. She currently runs her own 
archaeological consultancy service based in Shetland 
to cater for both commercial and research projects. 
She has also recently been appointed Collections 
Assistant at Shetland Museum and Archive tasked with 
curating, cataloguing and archiving the archaeological 
assemblage for the “Old Scatness: A Walk through Iron 
Age Shetland Project”. 
  
Her passions include a combination of archaeological 
illustrations, stone tools, and prehistoric architecture. 
 

 

Why archaeology? 
  
I came to archaeology a little later than most. I first studied Art & Design, then Art History, 
before going on to Archaeology at the University of Reading. It was the fieldwork that 
grabbed me, and the opportunity to explore and become immersed in far-flung cultures. I 
soon became hooked and went on to do a PhD on early Neolithic architecture at the 
University of Edinburgh. 
  
What is your favourite site on Shetland? 
  
My favourite site(s) are all those little segments of drystone walls in all the remote corners of 
Shetland. They are tell-tale signs of abandoned cultural landscapes, where once fish were 
trapped, sheep were gathered, and people lived. 
  
What websites are your go to or favourites? 
  
Since I moved to Scotland the essential website has been the weather pages… 
  
What’s the best thing you ever found? 
  
A pub in Pompeii. 
Seriously, I was part of an excavation team removing volcanic ash and lapili in the House 
and Bar of Amarantus. I excavated the small area behind the bar. The incredible 
preservation of Pompeii made the experience unforgettable. 
  
If you could have only one tool in the field what would it be and why? 
  
My leaf trowel. Its more versatile than an ordinary trowel. It fits nicely in my pocket, slices 
through peat deposits, and cuts a gorgeous straight section. 



  
Be honest, does a part of you wish you were Indiana Jones? 
  
Most definitely, yes. I’ve macheted my way through deep jungles in search of lost Mayan 
temples, shared a trench with a venomous snake, made camp amongst scorpions and 
poisonous spiders, ate local ‘delicacies’ and searched the Rose City of Petra for hidden 
secrets. 
  
Name someone in archaeology - or without - who inspires you? 
  
Amanda Clarke, Associate Professor at University of Reading, for her kindness and 
support that she shows all young hopefuls embarking on a career in Field 
Archaeology. 
  
Do you see yourself as a hunter or a gatherer? 
  
A hunter. I like the notion of gaining an intimate knowledge of the game through 
studying behaviour and environment, then heading out on long solo treks across the 
landscape, and eventually seizing the prize. 
 


