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Esther moved to Shetland in 2006 and recently earned her Ph.D. at 
UHI with her thesis “The Experience of Space and Place in World 
Heritage Site Management”. 
  
She also undertakes freelance projects (such as the Bronze Age 
Bressay Education pack 
http://www.shorewatch.co.uk/cruester/education.html) and teaches 
adult education classes in archaeology. 

 
 
 
Why archaeology? 
  
I cannot remember a time before I was obsessed with Archaeology, my parents tell me 
the first visible signs of the addiction started at 2 years old when I become fascinated by 
war memorials. This then developed into a fascination with landscape Archaeology 
encouraged by regularly riding my pony along an old medieval road up from Corbridge, 
past Gallow's Hill, across a ford and following the road as it rose steeply through the 
woods until I arrived at the entrance to Aydon Castle,  
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/aydon-castle. Growing up 
on Hadrian's Wall I also spent many happy hours in and around the forts or 
following the wall and vallum through the fields. I honestly don't remember there ever 
really being a question, I was going to be an archaeologist. Perhaps predictably I 
originally mostly concentrated on Roman archaeology but rapidly realised my main 
interest lay in the way people experienced landscapes in the past, regardless of time 
period.  Currently I am particularly fascinated by Neolithic and Bronze Age Shetland with 
a rapidly growing interest in crofting period archaeology. How can archaeology not be 
fascinating? It's all about daily lives; real people in the past.  
  
What is your favourite site on Shetland? 
  
This is a very hard one! I love the multi-period landscapes of Shetland...at a push I think 
it would probably have to be Pinhoulland Neolithic/bronze age settlement, on the west 
mainland. 
  
Name someone in archaeology - or without - who inspires you? 
  
Both of my inspirations are eminent archaeologists who I have encountered and who 
have had a profound influence on me. Professor Matthew Johnson and Professor 
Rosemary Cramp were both of Durham University at the time. Matthew Johnson was my 
undergraduate tutor but had a huge influence on my later career by taking us around the 
old streets of Durham and inspiring me by describing the way in which they would have 
been experienced in the past. Rosemary Cramp had already retired at this time and I 
didn't meet her until a few years later when I was working on a new archaeology gallery 
in Sunderland Museum. She worked with me on creating an interactive museum exhibit 
and hugely encouraged me in my attempts to see the Anglo-Saxon monastery of 
Wearmouth and Jarrow through the eyes of its inhabitants. They took the time to 
encourage me that continuing to do what I had always done - explore landscapes and try 
to see them through the eyes of the past - was a legitimate approach to archaeology. I 
have then spent most of my career trying to pass my passion for trying to understand the 
way sites were experienced in the past onto the general public. As soon as you start to 
try to truly visualise a site through the eyes of its past inhabitants then it really begins to 
come to life. 
  
What websites are your go to or favourites? 
  
There are lots of serious ones but I am going to go with this blog as one of my 
favourites, https://medievalfragments.wordpress.com. The project ends this year, 
however I really hope the past blog posts will stay online. This is slightly dipping into the 
realm of history but if you love the asides written in the margins of medieval manuscripts, 
about cramps in scribes hands and cats that pee on books in the night, as well as 
interesting general peeks into medieval life and random facts about manuscripts, you will 
enjoy this blog! 
  
If you could visit any site in the world where/what would it be? 
  
There are so many I want to visit! I think I will have to cheat and fall back on my, as yet 
unrealised, childhood ambition of visiting Rome, Pompeii and Herculaneum. 
  
What’s the best thing that ever happened? 
  
Generally: despite every piece of careers advice I have ever had I have managed to be 
what I wanted to be when I grew up and I still love it! Specifically: I think it has to have 
been finding that the last owner of a small Roman villa we were excavating had just 
thrown all the bath house furniture down the well...and being waterlogged it was all still 
there!  
  
Be honest, does a part of you wish you were Indiana Jones? 
  
I did own (and dig in) a leather hat at one point and have been known to at least think 
“that should be in a museum!” but that is where the similarity ends. I have no interest in 
fighting Nazis, tomb robbing or collecting cult objects...I prefer my archaeology much 
more safe and legitimate! 
  
If you could debunk one myth or misinformed idea in/about archaeology what 
would it be? 
  
Being brought up and working for some time on Hadrian's Wall I think this is the 
opportunity to debunk the myth that the Wall was manned by freezing, isolated Italian 
soldiers in short skirts and open sandals! 
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